







































































































































































































































































































































































scribed by international financial institutions that made basic
public goods suddenly inaccessible and una ordable to poorer
populations. Across Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America,
measures to cut social support following the recent global fi-
nancial and economic crisis were met with massive street pro-
tests and riots. Unable to eke out a living from liberalized ag-
ricultural markets and facing massive indebtedness, thousands
of farmers in India have committed suicide over the past ten
years. Likewise, violence against women and children and for-
eigners cannot be easily separated from larger economic reali-
ties; studies indicate that instances of abuse sharply increase in
periods of economic di culty. Racism, casteism and xenopho-
bia are all deeply rooted in economic injustice.

A more direct connection between economic injustice and
violence has been the institutional use of wars and other vio-
lent military means — to the tune of trillions of US dollars — to
seize and control prized resources such as land and oil. And
especially following the events of 11 September 2001, there
has been a growing convergence between economic globaliza-
tion and militarization: as markets have become more globally
integrated, the mechanisms to secure and protect these have
by necessity become more violent.

e interaction between economic injustice and violence
— how inequalities at global, national and local levels are im-
periling God’s vision and mandate of fostering peaceful com-
munities — was re-a rmed by the WCC Central Committee
at its 2006 meeting. e Committee called for a visible con-
nection between the “Alternative Globalization Addressing
Peoples and Earth (AGAPE)” process and the DOV Interna-
tional Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) to take place in
Kingston in 2011.

Since then, regional studies and consultations on poverty,
wealth and ecology and their linkages were undertaken from
2007 to 2010 in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean,
Asia and the Pacific, and Europe. A North American consulta-
tion will take place in 2011, and a global conference to be held
in China in 2012 will attempt to formulate and bring a com-
mon message to the next WCC Assembly in Busan in 2013.

An important part of the poverty, wealth and ecology study
process is to explore and develop greed/wealth lines alongside
poverty lines to guide churches and Christians. Inherent in the

Poster of a consultation on “Linking
poverty, wealth and ecology:
North-American perspectives”. The
consultation was part of the WCC
study project on Poverty, wealth
and ecological debt known as
AGAPE. © WCC
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and their links

study process is the recognition that structural greed foments
both economic violence and political violence; and therefore a
much more equitable distribution of assets among and with-
in nations and the eradication of poverty are central to over-
coming violence and sustaining peace. e IEPC plenary on
“Peace in the Market Place” will be an important opportunity
to propagate and further discuss these ideas.

In connecting economic justice to the DOV, one of the
key questions is: how can we overcome violence by building
equitable socio-economic relationships, just sharing, care for
Creation and sustainable use of resources? m

Dr Rogate R. Mshana is an economist from Tanzania who serves
the WCC as programme executive on poverty, wealth and ecol-
ogy and as director for the Justice, Diakonia and Responsibility for
Creation Programme.

More Information:

Alternative globalization addressing peoples and earth (AGAPE).
A background document. WCC, Geneva, April 2005.
http://bit.ly/hitYsv

P3 Public Witness: Addressing Power, A rming Peace / Pro-
gramme plans 2007-2013 — Summary. WCC Central
Committee September 2006. http://bit.ly/ihHYLI
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IANSA 2010 Global Week of Action against
Gun Violence, Nicaragua. A public event
was organized in Enrique Gutiérrez, a
neighbourhood of Managua seriously
affected by gun violence. During the event,
people handed in their guns to the police
and children exchanged toy guns for
backpacks. © IANSA
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Foundation for a Culture of Peace
president Professor Federico Mayor.
© Francesco Allegretto

work hand in hand to diligently and tirelessly, with
resolve and imagination, achieve and go beyond the
Obijectives of the Millennium and in this way accelerate
the transition from the use of force to word and dialogue,
from violence to intercultural and interfaith harmony,
from clash to alliance, from an economy of war to an
economy of global development, from a culture of war to
a culture of peace based on justice and freedom;

= media to avoid the wide dissemination of stereotypes
and biased images and to promote better understanding
between di erent cultures and religions.”*

Declaration signatories included, among others, Fonda-
tion pour le Dialogue des Civilisations president Mohammad
S. Khatami and Middle East Council of Churches president,
former WCC moderator H.H. Aram | as well as Federico
Mayor himself.

e Foundation promotes and participates actively in the
World Forum of Civil Society Networks — UBUNTU, whose
main objective is to unite and federate e orts to build bridges
of dialogue and communication among national and interna-
tional institutions — including NGQOs, academic, artistic, pro-
fessional and humanitarian institutions in order to “shape a
debate which, well-oriented and united, could play an impor-
tant role on the worldwide scene”.

Professor Mayor and WCC general secretary Rev. Olav
Tveit were special guest and speaker, respectively, at a De-
cember 2010 International Congress on the Human Right to
Peace held in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. e congress
was co-sponsored by the WCC, the Spanish Society for Inter-
national Human Rights Law, Forum 2010 and the Institute
for Peace Studies (Alexandria, Egypt). m

More Information:
Foundation for a Culture of Peace Website:
http://bit.ly/dO1949
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Global Priorities Campaign
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“[ eequivalent of] UNICEF’s annual budget is spent on mili-
tary purposes every 15 hours, even as one billion children live in
almost unimaginable conditions of deprivation.” ®

In 1999, a group of concerned individuals in the US from dif-
ferent faith traditions initiated “Global Priorities” to explore
ways to address the imbalance between world military spend-
ing and expenditures on unmet human needs. By late 2000,
members of the US Congress agreed in principle to initiate a
bipartisan resolution on American military spending, but Sep-
tember 11, 2001 led to a reconsideration of this earlier com-
mitment.

Meanwhile strong ties had been established by Global Pri-
orities with the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC O ce of
the Decade to Overcome Violence, e Lutheran World Fed-
eration, among United Methodists and with others on the na-
tional and international level.

Global Priorities then initiated a series of international
meetings to develop ways to make progress in the post-Sep-
tember 11 security environment and confront questions of
human security more broadly.  rough an emphasis on child
survival, major religious traditions were able to agree on the
need for such action.

e Campaign was o cially launched in October 2005 at
UNICEF House in New York. Its underlying principle is that
human security can be achieved through determined measures
to eradicate extreme poverty and to realize economic, social
and cultural rights. Majority opinion can ultimately be swayed
by articulation of values whose roots are in every oral and
scriptural tradition of the world’s great religious communities:
concern for our children, our elders, our disabled and all the
vulnerable members of our societies.®

In the US, Global Priorities worked closely with a retired
army o cer to develop a congressional resolution on drastic
reduction of nuclear weapons in 2008. e bipartisan resolu-
tion was reintroduced in March 2009. It called for reductions
in US and Russian nuclear arsenals that would lead to savings
of at least $13 billion annually and direct $3.5 billion of the
savings toward increased nuclear security e orts. An additional
$2.5 billion per year would be redirected toward the Millenni-
um Development Goals of enhancing child survival, including


http://bit.ly/dOI949

alleviating hunger and improving education around the world.

A DOV study by on World Military Expenditures pub-
lished in 2005 demonstrated that government military spend-
ing was depriving many societies of funding for basic social
services and development aid (see World Military Expendi-
tures Versus Spending on Education and Health in “Interna-
tional Actions and Projects” section on p. 47). m

More Information:
Global Priorities Website: http://www.globalpriorities.org/

IANSA and ENSA

Small arms violence indiscriminately a ects countries in the
midst of conflict and peace, in the global south and north,
across ethnicities and religions, among both the poor and priv-
ileged. From child soldiers in Sierra Leone to school shootings
in the US, the vicious cycle of victims-perpetrators-trauma-
tized survivors has created an extraordinary burden of cumula-
tive tragedies and public crises worldwide, sustaining cultures
of fear and justifications of violence.

Created in 1998, the International Action Network on
Small Arms (IANSA) is a global network of over 200 member
organizations in more than 40 countries all seeking to address
the epidemic proliferation of small arms in an holistic way.

e WCC was a founding member of IANSA.

An IANSA Women’s Network was formed in 2001 as a
women’s caucus at IANSA events. It is the only international
network focused on the connections between gender, women’s
rights, small arms and armed violence and now links members
in countries ranging from Fiji to Senegal, Argentina to South
Africa, Canada to Sudan.

e proliferation of small arms is also a direct challenge to
the Christian imperative to abandon vengeance as a means of
conflict resolution and to live faithfully in pursuit of justice,
reconciliation and peace.

With parishes and congregations located at the heart of
communities, churches are well placed to address the relevant
social, economic and political measures needed to reduce the
demand for, and reliance on small arms by individuals and
communities and to help not only victims and their families
but also the perpetrators of small arms abuse whose rehabilita-
tion calls for a place of refuge, confession, healing and hope.

To this end, the Ecumenical Network on Small Arms
(ENSA), a network of predominantly Christian and faith-
based organizations was created in 2001. With the WCC as
an active partner, ENSA engaged churches to mobilize faith-
based convictions, experiences and religious constituencies to
advance the goal of controlling small arms.

is strong position and unique faith perspective enabled
churches and the ecumenical community to address the mate-
rial, moral, ethical and spiritual dimensions of the small arms
problem. ey could be vital partners in helping to inform,
mobilize and provide an holistic and spiritual contribution to
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Top: Sierra Leone 2001: Ex-combatants proudly show their new ID cards which give them
access to various benefits and allow them to move around the country.

© WCC/Peter Williams

Bottom: An illustration from a 2010 IANSA paper entitled “Joined-Up Thinking: International
Measures for Women's Security and SALW Control”.© Design: Sabina Echeverri

the international disarmament campaign.

Two regional consultations contributed to the formation
of ENSA in the context of the Decade to Overcome Violence
and prepared for a 2001 UN-sponsored Conference on the Il-
licit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects.

e first was a January 2000 ecumenical consultation
on Small Arms in Latin America sponsored by the WCC in
collaboration with the Latin American Council of Churches
(CLAI) in partnership with Peace to the City partner “Viva
Rio” (see Overcoming Violence in the Favelas, Viva Rio, Brazil
in the “DOV Stories and Examples of ‘Good Practice™ section
on p. 79).

e second consultation, on small arms in West Africa,
was held in November 2002 near Accra, Ghana and was orga-
nized by the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches
in West Africa (FECCIWA) and the WCC.

Both consultations provided an opportunity for churches
in the two regions to develop clear and cohesive action plans
towards reducing the proliferation of small arms in their re-
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gions through awareness-raising, improved controls and legis-
lation, reduction and removal of small arms, increased involve-
ment of women and youth, victim support and strengthened
linkages and partnerships.

At mid-decade, ENSA members convened by the WCC
were active as a church-related advocacy network and as a
group within IANSA. e focus was the UN Programme of
Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons, launched after the
2001 UN conference. Members formed ecumenical delega-
tions to promote needed policy change with governments, es-
pecially for the benefit of communities a ected by the small
arms proliferation and use. e ecumenical advocates came
from churches, specialized ministries and church-related net-
works in Africa, Europe, Asia and the Americas.  eir strategy
was to raise issues that drive the demand for arms and to pro-
mote mechanisms that establish or improve standards of ac-
countability for arms producers and traders, including rehabil-
itation and recovery assistance for victims of armed violence.

Ecumenical policy was spelled out in a formal Statement
on the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons adopted by
the WCC Executive Committee in 2005. In the statement and
in work that continued till shortly after the 2006 Assembly,
the WCC also began to promote a broader Arms Trade Treaty
in addition to the more limited Programme of Action. e
ATT, as it is known, rose to the top of the small arms agenda
in the remaining years of the decade. m

More Information:
IANSA Website: http://bit.ly/hohZnc


http://bit.ly/hohZnc

The UN Decade for a Culture
of Peace and Nonviolence
for the Children of the
World and the International
Coalition for the Decade

e UN General Assembly proclaimed the first decade of the
21st century as the International Decade for the Promotion of
a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the
World. s followed resolutions about the International Year
for the Culture of Peace and the International Day of Peace.

e action plan for the Decade proposed eight spheres of
activities to promote the Culture of Peace:

= To reinforce a culture of peace through education

= To promote economically and socially sustainable devel-
opment

= To promote the respect of all human rights

= To ensure the equality between women and men

= To support democratic participation

= To develop comprehension, tolerance and solidarity

= To support participative communication and the freedom
of movement of information and knowledge

= To promote international peace and safety

Anticipating a lack of funding and follow-up by the UN
system, an UN-based action group called for the involvement
of civil society as well as the UN and its member states in part-
nership for a “global movement for a culture of peace.” s
global movement was initiated by UNESCO in 2000.

e global movement developed during the first five years
of the UN Decade. In order to measure its progress, UNES-
CO in November 2004 established a Website and a network
to contact thousands of NGOs, requesting them to contribute
to a report on progress toward a culture of peace to be submit-
ted to a UN General Assembly plenary meeting to mark the
midterm of the Decade.

Over three thousand pages of text and 500 photographs
from 700 organizations in more than 100 countries were sub-
mitted to the Website’s information board.

In response to the first survey question, “Has your organiza-
tion seen progress toward a culture of peace and nonviolence in
your domain of action and in your constituency during the first
half of the Decade?” an overwhelming majority of the respon-
dents from every part of the world replied that they have seen
progress, although it was di  cult to measure quantitatively.”

In response to the second question, “What are the most

important obstacles that have prevented progress”, the two
most frequent responses were: a) lack of adequate resources;
and b) lack of media attention.

In fact, according to the 2010 Civil Society Report on
the Decade: “As during the first half of the Decade, media at-
tention to the Decade and support by UNESCO have been
insu cient.” More than that, the report complained that
“UNESCO abandoned the communication and networking
arrangements established during the International Year for the
Culture of Peace that were meant to provide an instant update
of developments related to the observance of the Decade.”®

Meanwhile on the related NGO front, some national
NGOs coalitions promoting the UN Decade were established
in several countries, including Austria, France, Italy and the
Netherlands as of 2001. In June 2003, these national coali-
tions along with international organizations set up an Interna-
tional Coalition for the Decade for the Culture of Peace and
Nonviolence for the Children of the World to coordinate its
members’ actions by gathering resources and information and
sharing experiences and dialogue, particularly about education
for peace and nonviolence. It was also intended that the In-
ternational Coalition represent its member coalitions on the
international level and coordinate international campaigns or
actions upon themes of the UN Decade.®

e WCC/DOV and the Pontifical Council on Justice
and Peace joined the International Coalition in 2003 in an ob-
server and advisory capacity. e coalition brought together
15 national coordinating groups and 19 international orga-
nizations working for the goals of the International Decade.

ey lobbied for UN adoption of an International Declaration
on the Right of Children for an Education without Violence
and for Nonviolence and Peace.

Other coalitions and foundations with a direct and special
relationship with the Decade for a Culture of Peace included
the Fundacion Cultura de Paz established by Federico Mayor
Zaragoza after leaving his post as director-general of UNES-
CO, where he had been responsible for the initiation of the
Decade. is coalition coordinated and published the Mid-
term Decade Report from Civil Society in 2005. (See Fun-
dacion Cultura de Paz, above),

Classified as an international organization whose prior-
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ity concern was “understanding, tolerance and solidarity,” the
WCC/DOV provided information on churches’ actions and
activities in the context of the Decade to Overcome Violence
as input to the Final Civil Society Report of the UN Interna-
tional Decade for a Culture of Peace, submitted to the Sep-
tember 2010 UN General Assembly. m

More Information:

World Report on the Culture of Peace:
http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/

UNESCO Website for Culture of Peace:
http://www.unesco.org/cp

Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children
of the World. A mid-term report from the International
Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR). Alkmaar, 17 March
2005. http://bit.ly/gd4CCx

Final Civil Society Report on the United Nations International
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Chil-
dren of the World (2001-2010). May 2010.
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM

128  OVERCOMING VIOLENCE: THE ECUMENICAL DECADE 2001-2010

WHO Violence Prevention
Alliance”

e Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) was o cially formed
in January 2004 at a World Health Organization-hosted “Mile-
stones of a global campaign for violence prevention” meeting.

e Milestones meeting reviewed the progress made since the
2002 launch of the WHO's World Report on Violence and Health
and its subsequent Global Campaign for Violence Prevention.

e World Report on Violence and Health was the first com-
prehensive review of the problem of violence on a global scale
—what it is, whom it a ects and what can be done about it.

e VPA is a network of WHO member states, interna-
tional agencies and civil society organizations working to pre-
vent violence. VPA participants share an evidence-based public
health approach that targets the risk factors leading to violence
and promotes multi-sectoral cooperation. It is an opportunity
for groups from all sectors (governmental, non-governmental
and private) and levels (community, national, regional and in-
ternational) to unite around a shared vision and approach to
violence prevention that works both to address the root causes
of violence and to improve services for victims.

Based on the finding that interpersonal violence alone
causes a significant portion of worldwide violence-related
deaths and disabilities and that its many sub-types are closely
related to self-directed and collective violence, initial VPA ef-
forts concentrated on interpersonal violence while at the same
time addressing its links with other forms of violence.

In 2009, WHO and John Moores University (Liverpool)
launched Violence prevention: the evidence, an eight-part brief-
ing series on the evidence for interventions to prevent inter-
personal and self-directed violence. e briefings focus on pre-
venting violence through

= developing safe, stable and nurturing relationships be-
tween children and their parents and care-givers;

= developing life skills in children and adolescents;

= reducing access to lethal means including guns, knives
and pesticides;

= promoting gender equality to prevent violence against
women;

= changing cultural and social norms that support violence;

= and reducing violence through victim identification, care
and support programmes.


http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
http://www.unesco.org/cp
http://www.unesco.org/cp
http://bit.ly/gd4CCx
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM
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ey provide clear directions on how violence preven-
tion funders, policy-makers and programme implementers can
boost the impact of their violence prevention e orts.

A John Moores University Violence Prevention Website
provides an evidence-based resource for policy-makers, prac-
titioners and others working to prevent violence. It includes
a searchable data base of abstracts from published studies that
measure the e ectiveness of interventions to prevent child
abuse, elder abuse, intimate partner violence, sexual violence
and youth violence; key publications and resources on violence
and its prevention; news and updates from the field of violence
prevention; and links to relevant organizations.

In 2004, the WCC/DQOV o ce produced a CD ROM
containing background documents and other resources, includ-
ing the WHO World Report on Violence and Health. Judging
that WHO’s analytical information on violence and violence
prevention would be useful for the churches' e orts, the WCC/
DOV coordination o ce attended several WHO Milestones
conferences as a VPA member and consistently shared and
publicized VPA insights, facts and information with its part-
ners. WCC/DOV also encouraged churches to join national or
regional VPAs, following the example of the churches in Jamai-
ca (see description of the work of the Jamaica VPA in “DOV
Stories and Examples of ‘Good Practice™ section on p. 82). m

More Information:

WHO Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) Website:
http://bit.ly/9RgASF

Who World Report on Violence and Health. Eds. Etienne G.
Krug, Linda L. Dahlberg, James A. Mercy, Anthony B.
Zwi and Rafael Lozano. World Health Organization,
Geneva, 2002. http://bit.ly/fpPuu?2

Violence prevention: the evidence. WHO/JMU Centre for
Public Health. ISBN 978 92 4 150084 5 (NLM classifi-
cation: HV 6625) http://bit.ly/e9yUHn

WHO Violence and Injury Prevention and Disability (VIP)
Website: http://bit.ly/dZAmcA

John Moores University violence prevention Website:
http://bit.ly/hmDadR
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It sometimes felt during the
DOV as though we were driving
with the handbrake on. Despite
this, we have set some crucially
important things in motion.

Rev. Hansulrich Gerber
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CONCLUSION:

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED,
AND WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE?

By Hansulrich Gerber

e aim here is to describe the context in which the Decade
happened and to cast a critical eye over what it has achieved.
From that vantage point, I will o er some observations about
the challenges and stumbling blocks that | see ahead today, in
the aftermath of the DOV.

e Decade has not been an unmitigated success, but it
has had some real successes and it has set in motion a process
of prioritizing peace in the ecumenical movement that cannot
now be stopped.

e Decade began in a context of

= the end of the Cold War, and of apartheid,;

= the start of an ubiquitous daily liturgy of violence all over
the world;

= the first fruits of interdisciplinary research on violence
prevention work;

= the recognition and spread of new approaches in peace-
building and conflict resolution;

= growing acknowledgement among the international com-
munity of religion’s potential to play a constructive role
in peace-making and its the importance for the work of
reconciliation;

= the waning public influence of the churches in Europe
and North America;

= the UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence
for the Children of the World;

= the institutional shrinkage and, hence, the reduced capac-
ity of the WCC.
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e Decade followed several high-profile ecumenical proj-
ects that called for continued e ort and follow-up.  ese in-
cluded, firstly, the conciliar process around Justice, Peace and
the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), launched at the 1983 WCC
Assembly in Vancouver, a process that never actually ended
but gradually assumed a lower profile during the 1990s.

Another precursor was the 1988-1998 Decade of Church-
es in Solidarity with Women. is Decade made it eminently
clear that violence against women is widespread in all cultural
and confessional contexts. It successfully used the model of
“Living Letters” to reach many in the churches, yet the hopes
of the Decade were not fully realized across the membership of
the WCC.

Immediately preceding the DOV was the Programme to
Overcome Violence (POV), which began with a campaign
called Stop the Illegal Occupation in Israel-Palestine (see
“Overcoming Violence 1994-1998: From Programme to De-
cade” section on p. 11), and included the innovative Peace to
the City (PTTC) campaign and prepared the ground for the
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Is-
rael (EAPPI) (see Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel in “An Overview of International Activities
and Projects” section on p. 24). Of these initiatives only the
EAPPI — firmly anchored in the life of the churches — remains.

e letting-go of the high-profile Peace to the City Campaign
and the PTTC network did lasting damage to the Decade.

What Has the DOV Accomplished?

1. e DOV has moved the concern for peace, reconcilia-
tion and justice closer to the heart of the churches. It has
not moved peace into the centre of church life, but it has
revealed how much peace is still marginal.

2. e DOV has helped to raise the profile of many long-
standing peace initiatives and to help build them into net-
works. It has contributed to the awareness of peace work
and the motivation to take it up. In this regard, the DOV
Annual Foci were instrumental, as were the Living Letters.

3. e discourse on war, peace and violence has shifted from
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the debate on just war to the elaboration of the meaning
and the practice of ”just peace”. e shift created an agen-
da that has become inescapable for churches. Debate over
the emerging norm, the Responsibility to Protect, brought
the shift into focus. (See e Responsibility to Protect in
“DOV  emes and Issues” section on p. 114.)

4. During the Decade, the complexity of issues around vio-
lence has become much clearer and the discourse more
di erentiated. e DOV has helped to spread lessons
learned through the World Health Organization’s work on
violence and thus contributed to more e ective approach-
es to violence prevention.

5. Nonviolence has until now hardly been part of the theo-
logical vocabulary or of church liturgies. e DOV has
helped to reintroduce this challenging notion and has
revealed a tremendous ignorance of active nonviolence
among churches.

6. rough expert consultations, the DOV has provided a
platform to understand the importance of the healing of
memories and to hear healing stories from di erent parts
of the world. Regional consultations on related subjects
have also helped explore forgiveness and reconciliation.

7. Finally, the DOV has facilitated the development of some
new directions in interreligious encounters and coopera-
tion for peace, through seminars at the Ecumenical In-
stitute in Bossey during the first half of the Decade and
interreligious initiatives during its final years.

Challenges for the Work Ahead

1. Setting nonviolence and peace, the healing of memories
and reconciliation in the very centre of the churches’ life
must be vigorously pursued beyond the Decade and at all
levels of church life. Appeals and statements made over
decades need to be actually applied. For that, we need new
partnerships that generate joint practical commitments.

e threat to the human family of direct and indirect



violence against nature was not taken into consideration
su ciently by the DOV, especially at its beginning. e
subject has been brought to the table in the latter part of
the Decade, as its urgency increased drastically and calls
for immediate action multiplied.

e theological discourse generally assumes that violence
essentially originates from conflict and that conflict, if not
stopped, inevitably leads to violence.  at is inconsistent
with much of the biblical narrative, the lessons of history
and the findings of modern science. is theological and
cultural mentality overlooks the fact that conflict does not
exclude love, but violence does. e confusion of conflict
and violence, very common in the news media, is detri-
mental to the ministry of reconciliation and for building
peace. It is precisely for this reason that close collaboration
between theology and sociology/anthropology and a con-
sistent interdisciplinary approach between churches, civil
society and the scientific community is essential. We see
such cooperation growing within the Violence Prevention
Alliance initiated by the WHO. (See Violence Prevention,
a Public Health Approach in “DOV  emes and Issues”
section on p. 116, and WHO Violence Prevention Alli-
ance in “Networks Related to DOV” section on p. 128.)

ere is still much theological and educational work to do
on the DOV obijective to “relinquish any theological justi-
fication of violence”. Such work is imperatively ecumeni-
cal and interdisciplinary. It requires deep reassessments of
common assumptions on atonement and redemption.

Nonviolence as a way of life and an approach to conflict
must be pursued as a beautiful, spiritual and practical
value. Nonviolence is far more than the notion of not us-
ing force. Nonviolence needs to be rehabilitated in church
and society as realistic, risky and faithful to the human
calling, regardless of religion or creed. Conflict does not
break communities and oppress people; violence does so,
in many forms. e real alternative is nonviolence, which
means respect and love or loving kindness. Is not that how
God is revealed in Christ?

5. e senseless and scandalous increase in world military
spending goes largely unchallenged among the churches.
At the end of the Decade, world hunger could be elimi-
nated with one week of the world’s military spending. e
DOV has not managed to mobilize churches on this issue.
Perhaps the stones will cry out. (See World Military Ex-
penditures Versus Spending on Education and Health in
“International Actions and Projects” section on p. 47, and
Churches at Work for a World without Nuclear Weapons
in “DOV  emes and Issues” section on p. 109.)

Itisdi cult to measure the Decade’s achievements in pro-
grammatic terms. However, the endeavours of so many indi-
viduals and organizations over a period of ten years have con-
tributed to an essential shift in ways that will last. e DOV
increased the churches’ awareness that peace is a gift of God
and o ered more di erentiated analyses of peace than many
churches had known previously. e DOV was a beginning. It
is up to us all to continue the work. m

A Swiss Mennonite minister, Rev. Hansulrich Gerber trained as
school teacher and catechist and worked in youth ministry, then
studied theology in Elkhart, USA and was pastor of the Menno-
nite Church in Bern, Switzerland. Prior to joining the WCC'’s
Decade to Overcome Violence, Rev. Gerber served ten years as
Europe director for the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC).
He is now president of International Fellowship of Reconciliation
(IFOR) and coordinates IFOR Switzerland.
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WCC press releases. http://bit.ly/hByG83

Following long civil war, hope for peace is growing in Sudan. WCC press update, 14
November 2003. http://bit.ly/eAiwyH

2004: USA

Martensen, Jean and Stokes-Buckles, Jim, History of the US Decade to Overcome
Violence E ort, draft manuscript, 2007.

2005: Asia

Antone, Hope S. Editorial in CTC Bulletin, December 2004. http://bit.ly/gHapeD

Building Communities of Peace for All, in DOV Newsletter No.1, February 2005.
http://bit.ly/dWwftz
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http://bit.ly/fsWaAc
http://bit.ly/eRcitV
http://www.oikoumene.org/advent
http://www.oikoumene.org/advent
http://bit.ly/epRCXU
http://bit.ly/g8EYKX
http://bit.ly/g6xpOO
http://bit.ly/hn52Cm
http://bit.ly/hByG83
http://bit.ly/eAiwyH
http://bit.ly/gHapeD
http://bit.ly/dWwftz

Interrogating and Redefining Power - Consultation of Younger  eologians from the
South: An Interpretative Report of the consultation focused on “younger theologians
from the South. Consultation, Crét Bérard, Puidoux, Switzerland, WCC, December
2003. http://bit.ly/gJf0di

Overcoming Violence. Meeting at the Institute of  eological Teachers in South Asia,
April 2003. http://bit.ly/gwIXEA

Overcoming Violence in the Church. Asian Ecumenical Women’s Consultation, Sep-
tember 2004. http://bit.ly/gLkZXU

2006: Latin America:
Batista, Israel, 2006: Focus on Latin America. DOV Website. http://bit.ly/gm5n4N

2007: Europe

Dublin consultation explores ways to heal memories of large-scale crimes. Community
of Protestant Churches in Europe press release. Ecumenical consultation on “Heal-
ing of Memories — Reconciling Communities”, Dublin, Ireland, 2007. WCC /
Irish School of Ecumenics. http://bit.ly/hEChjw

2008: Pacific

Maclellan, Nic, Moruroa: e Story Isn't Over, feature article, 15 May 20009.
http://bit.ly/hFANi5

Peace Sunday Worship Resources 2009. CWS Action Against Poverty, New Zealand
Website. http://bit.ly/ggCWYs

Strategic Plan 2008 — 2012, Pacific Conference of Churches, November 2007.
http://bit.ly/gGsqlA

DOV STORIES AND EXAMPLES OF “GOOD PRACTICE”

Overcoming Violence in the Favelas. Viva Rio, Brazil

E orts to overcome armed violence and control small arms possession and sales gather
momentum. WCC press release, 7 August 2000. http://bit.ly/gGEeV2

Vivario - Long Live the Favela, feature story, Institut fir Friedenspadagogik Website.
http://bit.ly/gvbuBV

Viva Rio Website. About Viva Rio: http://bit.ly/eark TH
Community outreach page, Viva Rio Website. http://bit.ly/hB6YWSs
Human security page, Viva Rio Website. http://bit.ly/i7gA2k
Communication page, Viva Rio Website. http://bit.ly/e\VObeW
\olunteers page, Viva Rio Website. http://bit.ly/dFLxID

Training Peace Educators, Argentina

Guimardes, Marcelo Rezende, Aprender a educar para la PAZ: Instrumental para
capacitacion de educadores en educacion para la paz, CLAI ediciones / Editora Rede
da Paz, Consejo Latinoamericano de Iglesias (CLAI), December 2006.
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http://bit.ly/gJf0di
http://bit.ly/gwIXEA
http://bit.ly/gLkZXU
http://bit.ly/gm5n4N
http://bit.ly/hECbjw
http://bit.ly/hFANi5
http://bit.ly/gqCWYs
http://bit.ly/gGsq1A
http://bit.ly/gGEeV2
http://bit.ly/gvbuBV
http://bit.ly/earkTH
http://bit.ly/hB6YWs
http://bit.ly/i7gA2k
http://bit.ly/eVObeW
http://bit.ly/dFLxID

Violence Prevention Alliance, Jamaica

VPA Annual Report 2008. http://bit.ly/he4fE9

Women Stop a War, Bougainville

ACCORD/Conciliation resources Web page on PNG-Bougainville project.
http://bit.ly/dObUqs

Garasu,,Lorraine, “ e role of women in promoting peace and reconciliation,”
article, ACCORD, Conciliation Resources, 2002. http://bit.ly/hSsw3T

O’Callaghan, Mary-Louise, “ e origins of the conflict,” article abstract, ACCORD,
Conciliation Resources, 2002. http://bit.ly/hnj1Tk

Young Ambassadors for Peace (YAP), Australia

Reeson, Margaret, “Does it really work?” article in LivePeace, YAP Newsletter, Issue
01, June 2005.

Educating Children without Corporal Punishment (EMIDA), Cameroon

Enquéte sur les Violences éducatives faites aux Enfants dans les Familles et & I'Ecole
primaire au Cameroun, Programme d’Education Familiale EMIDA avec I'appui de
'UNICEF. Yaoundé, Cameroun, December 2000.

Guide de discussion avec les enseignants. Pour la mise en ceuvre de nouveaux comporte-
ments relationnels en milieu scolaire. EMIDA 2004. http://bit.ly/feOZS8

Une belle aventure: aimer et élever son enfant. Pour comprendre et vivre une relation
parents-enfants heureuse. Manuel d’enseignement pour la formation des parents au réle
de parent. EMIDA 2003. http://bit.ly/hcS5T9

Muslim and Christian Women Pray the Devil Back to Hell, Liberia

Crouch, Stanley, “Sending the Devil Home. A documentary shows how women
toppled a dictatorship and brought Liberia’s decade-long civil war to a halt.” Article
n the ROOT Website. 9 July 2010. http://wapo.st/dtvPNM

Domestic Violence and the “76, Rosenstrasse” Exhibit, Germany

Overcoming Domestic Violence: a Global Challenge. Experiences and recommendations
from an international project. Social Service Agency of the Protestant Church in
Germany, English edition, Stuttgart, 2007, p.14. http://bit.ly/ep4135

The Decade in Germany

Ehre sei Gott — und Frieden auf Erden. Sammlung der Beitrdge aus Deutschland zur
Vorbereitung der Weltfriedenskonvokation Mai 2011 in Kingston, Jamaika,. 2009.
http://bit.ly/fKekiM

Proposed Declaration by the Ecumenical Network in Germany (ONiD) for the second
version of the Ecumenical Declaration on Just Peace. Okumenisches Netz in Deutsch-
land (ONiD). Germete, 24.10.2009. http://bit.ly/gtYAZX

100,000 Roses Say No to Violence, Switzerland

Comment informer les médias a I'avance. Pain pour le Prochain / Action de Caréme
joint campaign document. http://bit.ly/hGms5f
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http://bit.ly/he4fE9
http://bit.ly/dObUqs
http://bit.ly/hSsw3T
http://bit.ly/hnj1Tk
http://bit.ly/feOZS8
http://bit.ly/hcS5T9
http://wapo.st/dtvPNM
http://bit.ly/ep4135
http://bit.ly/fKekiM
http://bit.ly/gtYAZX
http://bit.ly/hGms5f

Dites-le avec une rose. Pain pour le Prochain / Action de Caréme joint article.
http://bit.ly/e6rssm

Lenten Fast from Violence, USA

Lenten fast from Violence. Biblical and educational resource guides available, WCC
press release,10 February 2005. http://bit.ly/g8J80E

The Decade in the USA

Christian Understanding of War in an Age of Terror(ism), 2010 Centennial Ecumeni-
cal Gathering and General Assembly of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the USA and Church World Service, New Orleans, Louisiana, November
2010. http://bit.ly/cS7dny

Letter from the US Conference for the WCC to the 9th Assembly, Porto Alegre, Brazil.
Message to the Assembly, 14 February 2006. http://bit.ly/gGsM6p

Letter to President Barack Obama from the US Conference of the WCC, 20 January
2009. http://bit.ly/f2jQQo

Living Letters visit to the US, September 2007, DOV Website. http://bit.ly/fLoj2a
Martensen, Jean and Stokes-Buckles, Jim, History of the US Decade to Overcome
Violence E ort, draft manuscript, April 2007.

Peace for Life, Philippines

A call to Solidarity and Action, final conference statement, First People’s Fo-
rum on Peace for Life, Davao City, Philippines, 28 November — 4 December.
http://bit.ly/eZzP7i7

A Covenant of Self-Understanding and Purpose. First People’s Forum on Peace for
Life, Davao City, Philippines, 28 November - 4 Dececember 2004. Peace for Life, a
People’s Forum and Movement for Global Justice and Peace. http://bit.ly/gEBTak

Peace for Life 2004-2009. Narrative Report, Peace for Life Second People’s Forum
on “Without Fear of Empire: Global People’s Resistance”, 20-23 March 2009,
Bogotd4, Colombia. http://bit.ly/dJPnr4

Historic Peace Churches International Conferences

Enns, Fernando, Holland, Scott and Riggs, Ann, eds. Seeking Cultures of Peace: A Peace
Church Conversation, Cascadia Publishing House with WCC / Herald Press, 2004.

Miller, Donald, Holland, Scott, Fendall, Lon, and Johnson, Dean, eds. Seeking
Peace in Africa: Stories from African Peacemakers, Cascadia Publishing House with
WCC / Herald Press, 2007.

DOV THEMES AND ISSUES

Interreligious Cooperation and Overcoming Violence

Minute on mutual respect, responsibility and dialogue with people of other faiths. WCC
Ninth Assembly, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 23 February, 2006. http://bit.ly/ewLNTe

Nurturing Peace, Overcoming Violence: In the way of Christ for the sake of the
World. An invitation to a process of theological study and reflection on Peace, Justice
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http://bit.ly/e6rssm
http://bit.ly/g8J8oE
http://bit.ly/cS7dny
http://bit.ly/gGsM6p
http://bit.ly/f2jQQo
http://bit.ly/fLoj2a
http://bit.ly/eZP7i7
http://www.peaceforlife.org/aboutus/pfl/covenant2004.html
http://bit.ly/gEBTak
http://bit.ly/dJPnr4
http://bit.ly/ewLNTe

and Reconciliation during the Decade to Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking
Peace and Reconciliation 2001-2010. Programme Desk on  eological Study and
Reflection on Peace, WCC Faith and Order, Team, Geneva, September 2003.
http://bit.ly/fskHez

Churches at Work for a World without Nuclear Weapons
WCC References

Frerichs, Jonathan, Will the world be safer from nuclear danger in 2009? Many, in-
cluding churches, say yes. WCC press release, 20 January 2009. http://bit.ly/gDGcd3

Minute on the elimination of nuclear arms. Report presented to the 2006 Ninth
Assembly of the WCC, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 23 February 2006. http://bit.ly/fiS22v

Statement of hope in a year of opportunity: seeking a nuclear-weapon-free world.
Report on public issues, WCC Central Committee, Geneva, September 2009.
http://bit.ly/dTpIKy

Confronting and Transforming Cultures of Discrimination and Dehumanization

Bangkok Declaration and Call from the Conference on Justice for Dalits, 21-24 March
2009, Bangkok, ailand. http://bit.ly/e3mo6o

Manchala,Deenabandhu, Frochtling, Drea and Trice,Michael, eds. Cruelty and
Christian Witness: Confronting Violence at its Ugliest. WCC, Geneva, 2011.

Message from the 14-17 June conference “Churches responding to the challenges of rac-
ism and related forms of discrimination and exclusion”. Dorn, Utrecht, e Nether-
lands, 17 June 2009. http://bit.ly/e3mo6o

Statement from the delegates of the ecumenical conference “Abolished, but Not
Destroyed: Remembering the Slave Trade in the 21st Century”, Runaway Bay, Jamaica,
December 2007. http://bit.ly/eTolVQ

Statement from the WCC Conference on Racism Today and the Rationale for Continued
Ecumenical Engagement. Cleveland, Ohio, August 2010. http://bit.ly/flaljF
The Responsibility to Protect

Asfaw, Semegnish, Kerber, Guillermo, Weiderud, Peter, Responsibility to Protect,
e Ethical and  eological Reflections. WCC Publications, Geneva, December
2005. ISBN: 2-8254-1470-01.

Taking Risks to Protect the Vulnerable. WCC press release 24 January 2007. http://
bit.ly/gYedRK

e Responsibility to Protect: Ethical and  eological Reflections, Doc. PUB 3.1,
WCC Central Committee 26 August-2 September 2003. http://bit.ly/eJD10t

Vulnerable populations at risk. Statement on the responsibility to protect. Re-
port to the WCC Ninth Assembly, Porto Alegre, Brazil. 23 February 2006.
http://bit.ly/epRCXU

Violence Prevention — A Public Health Approach

Krug, Etienne G., Dahlberg, Linda L., Mercy, James A., Zwi, Anthony B. and
Lozano, Rafael, eds., World Report on Violence and Health, World Health Organiza-
tion, Geneva, 2002. http://bit.ly/fpPuu2
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http://bit.ly/fskHez
http://bit.ly/gDGcd3
http://bit.ly/fiS22v
http://bit.ly/dTplKy
http://bit.ly/e3mo6o
http://bit.ly/e3mo6o
http://bit.ly/eTolVQ
http://bit.ly/fJa1jF
http://publications.oikoumene.org/index.php?2073&aid=98
http://publications.oikoumene.org/index.php?2073&aid=99
http://publications.oikoumene.org/index.php?2073&aid=100
http://bit.ly/eJD10t
http://bit.ly/epRCXU
http://bit.ly/fpPuu2

Violence prevention: the Evidence, WHO/JMU Centre for Public Health. (NLM
classification: HV 6625). ISBN 978 92 4 150084 5. http://bit.ly/e9yUHn

Without Economic Justice, Violence Erupts and Peace Diminishes

Alternative Globalization Addressing Peoples and Earth (AGAPE). A background
document. WCC, Geneva, April 2005. http://bit.ly/hitYsv

Mshana, Rogate, Poverty, wealth and ecology: e impact of economic globalization. A
Background to the Study Process. http://bit.ly/gbo5qgD

RELATED NETWORKS

Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN)

A Church of All and for All. Interim statement, WCC Central Committee Doc.
PLEN 1.1, 2 February 2003. http://bit.ly/hQ6PC8

“Voicing out for the Silenced: A Seminar Curriculum on Disability and Violence
for Local Churchesand  eological Institutions” in Ministerial Formation No. 103,
July 2004, p. 14. http://bit.ly/i9yMW2

Foundation for a Culture of Peace

Declaration of Montserrat, Culture of Peace Foundation Conference on “Religions
and the Building of Peace,” 10 April 2008. http://bit.ly/hG50k1

UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the
World, and the International Coalition for the Decade

Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the World. A mid-
term report from the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR). Alkmaar, 17
March 2005. http://bit.ly/gd4CCx

Final Civil Society Report on the United Nations International Decade for a Culture of
Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the World (2001-2010). http://bit.ly/cPzsSM

World Report on the Culture of Peace. http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/

World Health Organization (WHO) Violence Prevention Alliance

Krug, Etienne G., Dahlberg, Linda L., Mercy, James A., Zwi, Anthony B. and Lo-
zano, Rafael, eds World Report on Violence and Health, World Health Organization,
Geneva, 2002. http://bit.ly/fpPuu?2

Violence prevention: the evidence. WHO/JMU Centre for Public Health. (NLM clas-
sification: HV 6625). ISBN 978 92 4 150084 5. http://bit.ly/e9yUHn

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Church statements on peace with relevance to “just peace”
English-language documents or translations; WCC documents not included

From Various Churches

Declaration for Peace, Anglican Church Kyoto, Japan, October 2001:
http://bit.ly/hDpNoz
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http://bit.ly/e9yUHn
http://bit.ly/hitYsv
http://bit.ly/gbo5qD
http://bit.ly/hQ6PC8
http://bit.ly/i9yMW2
http://bit.ly/hG5ok1
http://bit.ly/gd4CCx
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM
http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
http://bit.ly/fpPuu2
http://bit.ly/e9yUHn
http://bit.ly/hDpNoz

Faith, War and Government - A study, Mennonite Church USA, December 2005.
http://bit.ly/eu5yog

For Peace in God's World, Evangelical Lutheran Church in North America, 1995.
http://bit.ly/gnXKB2

Gordon, Ronald L., Peace. War, Church of the Brethren, March 1996.
http://bit.ly/dWCLG

Just Peace Pronouncement, United Church of Christ (UCC), 1985.
http://bit.ly/h60pRG

Just Peace Pronouncement (Introduction to), United Church of Christ (UCC), 1985.
http://bit.ly/hODYnY

Live from God’s Peace - Care for Just Peace, Evangelische Kirche Deutschland (EKD),
Hanover, October. 2007. http://bit.ly/glrxj4

Peace Declaration, Japan Baptist Convention, November 2002. http://bit.ly/emb484

Pillars of Peace for the 21st Century: A Policy statement on the United Nations,
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, November 1999.
http://bit.ly/e50IXh

Resource Center, Mennonite Church Canada Website, 2007. http://bit.ly/h0TUaX

Seventh Day Adventists:
http://www.adventist.org/beliefs/statements/main_stat33.html

Statement on Peace, New Zealand Quaker Yearly Meeting, January 1987.
http://bit.ly/fvBOKo

Uniting for Peace, Uniting Church in Australia statement, 3 September 2002.
http://bit.ly/ennCGA

Documents of the Roman Catholic Church
Pope John XXII11, Pacem in Terris, 1963, http://bit.ly/ib7rxF

e Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response - Part 1, US Conference of
Catholic Bishops (UCCB) USA, 1983. http://bit.ly/ALIGK

e Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, US Conference of Catholic Bishops (UCCB)
USA, December 1993. http://bit.ly/oJNM98

Pope John Paul 11, LETTER OF JOHN PAUL Il TO ALL THE HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD AND DECALOGUE OF ASSISI FOR
PEACE, Assisi, 2002. http://bit.ly/2aE2vP

Soldiers as Servants of Peace, Catholic Bishop’s Conference in Germany, 2006.
http://www.dbk.de/imperia/md/content/schriften/dbk1a.bischoefe/db82_e.pdf

For an extensive listing of Roman Catholic documents with links see:

Papal and Episcopal Documents relating to Catholic Social Justice Teaching.
http://bit.ly/cRm1Wv (10.11.09)

Benedictine Peace Statement 2005. http://bit.ly/hXJInl

From Congregations:

All Saint is a Peace and Justice Church: A rea rmation of the 1987 statement of
the Peace and Justice Ministries, All Saints Church, Pasadena, California, USA.
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http://www.dbk.de/imperia/md/content/schriften/dbk1a.bischoefe/db82_e.pdf
http://bit.ly/cRm1Wv
http://bit.ly/hXJInI 

http://bit.ly/f4t18i

What Just Peace Means to us, United Church of Christ, Corvallis, Oregon, USA.
http://bit.ly/fFXZsz (01.12.09)

On Militarism, Military Service

A Statement of Our Position on Peace, War and Military Service (Mennonite Church,
1937), Mennonite Church USA. http://bit.ly/gpATXC

Militarism and Disarmament,  ird Assembly, Uniting Church of Australia, May
1982. http://bit.ly/hdTx2n

On Iraq
For download of documents:

Boston Interfaith Declaration of Peace 2009: http://faithfulprogressive.blogspot.
com/2009/01/boston-area-interfaith-declaration-for.html

Church leaders’ statements, US Conference of Catholic Bishops Website.
http://bit.ly/en63mv

Statements from religious leaders about Irag, United for Peace and Justice Website.
http://bit.ly/eNkJI8

Statement from leaders of Friends Organizations in the U.S. regarding the War in Iraq,
Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice Website. http://bit.ly/eNav76

Statement on the War in Irag, Mennonite Church USA Delegate Assembly, July 2005,
Mennonite Church USA Website. http://bit.ly/gQrHAN

Noteworthy

Charter for a World Without Violence, e Permanent Secretariat of Nobel Peace
Laureates Summits Website. http://bit.ly/eVXB2I

Martin Luther King Jr.'s Principles for Nonviolence, Christian Peacemaker Teams
Website. http://bit.ly/elbKOlI

Bilateral or Joint Statements/Documents

An Interfaith Declaration on Peace, Christian Church Disciples of Christ/United
Church of Christ Global Ministries Website, January 2009. http://bit.ly/ewZRJF

Characteristics of a Peace Church, Historic Peace Churches Bienenberg Consultation,
2001. http://www.ecapc.org/bienenbergdec.asp

Gros, Je rey and Rempel, John D. eds., e Fragmentation of the Church and its
Unity in Peacemaking, Faith and Order Commission, National Council of Churches
of Christ in the USA (NCCCUSA), 2001. http://bit.ly/epGeCB

Liberian Church Leaders Declaration 2002. e Perspective Website.
http://bit.ly/dNRFal

Statement of the International Ecumenical Consultation on Peace in East Asia, Seoul,
Korea May 2-4, 2006, Christian Church Disciples of Christ/United Church of
Christ Global Ministries Website. http://bit.ly/g7 DT (08.12.09)

Symposium on War and Peace: Mennonites and Christian Reformed Churches dis-
cuss and discern, press release from Mennonite Church Canada, October 20009.
http://bit.ly/hOZrZt
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http://www.ecapc.org/bienenbergdec.asp
http://bit.ly/epGeCB
http://bit.ly/dNRFa1
http://bit.ly/g7fjDT
http://bit.ly/hOZrZt

For download of documents:
http://bit.ly/hVLjAe

e Bosporus Declaration: Joint Declaration of the Conference on Peace and Tolerance,
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople website, undated. http://bit.ly/f52pZb
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APPENDIX II: Members of the DOV Reference Group

2001-2007

Aboagye-Mensah, Rev. Dr Robert, Ghana
Former Presiding Bishop Methodist Church (2003-2009)

Akhtar, Ms Aneeqa, Maria Pakistan
Dean of Faculty and Studies, Trinity Law College, Lahore

Amoa, Mr Ba our Dokyi, Ghana
President of West Africa Action Network on Small Arms (WAANSA)

Fernandes, Dr Rubem Cesar, Brazil
Anthropologist, founder of Viva Rio

Kakirisa, Ms Wendy Angela, Philippines
National Council of Churches in the Philippines

Lini, Mrs Motarilavoa Hilda, Fiji
Former Director, Pacific Concerns Resource Center

Love, Dr Janice, USA
Dean and professor of Christianity and World Politics, Candler School of  eology,
Emory University

Maluleke, Dr Tinyiko Samuel, South Africa
Director for Research at UNISA in Pretoria and SACC

Manantenasoa, Ms Ralphine Razaka, Madagascar
Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN)

Siriyuvasak, Dr Ubonrat, ailand

Associate professor and dean of Research & International A airs, Faculty of Communi-
cation, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
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2007-2010

Al Raheb, Ms Viola, Palestine
Freelance consultant, Development cooperation and adult education

Cortés-Gaibur, Rev. Omar, Chile
Baptist pastor and professor

Costello-Olsson, Ms Koila, Fiji
Director, Pacific Centre for Peace-building

Clapsis, Dr Emmanuel, USA
Archbishop lakovos professor of Orthodox  eology, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of eology

Enns, Rev. Dr Fernando, Germany
Director of studies, Ecumenical Institute, University of Hamburg

Hodgson Rios, Mr Ashley Wesley, Nicaragua
Moravian Church

Hungnes, Ms Tale, Norway
President of Changemaker

Kaiso Isabirye, Rev. Grace Clement, Uganda
Uganda Joint Christian Council

Kamba Kasongo, Rev. Micheline, D.R. Congo
Church of Christ in Congo - Presbyterian

Munono Muyembe, Mgr Bernard, Vatican
Pontifical Council Justice & Peace

Peiris, Rev. Dr Jayasiri, Sri Lanka
General Secretary NCCSL

Petersen, Mr Rodney, USA
Executive Director, Boston  eological Institute

Stucky, Rev. Peter, USA
Teusaquillo Mennonite Church, Bogota

Walker-Smith, Rev. Dr Angelique, USA
Executive Director, Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis
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A record of gratitude and a sign of hope, Overcoming Violence summarizes the many activities

initiated by the WCC Decade for Overcoming Violence, which was launched to aid churches in moving
peacebuilding from the periphery to the centre of church life and witness. The reader gains a sense of

the energy, creativity, and passion that the initiative engendered around the globe.

There is a need to bring together the work on gender and racism, human
rights and transformation of conflict in ways that engage the churches
in initiatives for reconciliation that build on repentance, truth, justice,
reparation and forgiveness.

The Council should work strategically with the churches on these issues
to create a culture of nonviolence, linking and interacting with other
international partners and organizations, and examining and developing
appropriate approaches to conflict transformation and just peacemaking
in the new globalized context.

Therefore, the WCC proclaims the period 2001-2010 as an Ecumenical
Decade to Overcome Violence.

— Excerpt from Together on the Way — Official Report of the Eighth Assembly of the WCC, Harare, December 1998
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